
The Problems

The Rebuilding Plan

REBUILDING THE NORTH SEA COD STOCKS

Many cod are caught 
before they can breed

TAC 2000 = 81,000t
 
TAC 2001 = 48,600t 

This aims to cut fishing rate by half
and it should be kept low
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At the spawning stock is well below the 
needed for sustainability

 70,000t 
150,000t 

Cod spawn diffusely over a wide 
area in winter (Southern North Sea) 
and spring (Northern North Sea)

In February 2001 the EU agreed to 
close the red area to cod fishing until 
the end of April.
(Any future closure in the Southern 
North Sea should start earlier)

E6    E7    E8    E9    F0    F1    F2    F3    F4    F5    F6    F7    F8

52

51

50

49

48

47

46

45

44

43

42

41

40

39

38

37

36

35

34

33

32

31

-4 -3 -2 -1 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
51

52

53

54

55

56

57

58

59

60

61

62

Closure Area

Plaice Box

12mile

200m

N
u

m
b

e
r 

o
f 

C
o

d

Age
1 62 543

Immature Mature

The present mesh size (100 mm) retains too many 1-3 year old fish,
 which are too young to have spawned.

  
                                       

Step 3. Increase the mesh size of trawls

Step 2. Reduce the capture of spawning fish

It could be several years before we know 
whether these measures are effective

BUT this is opposed by fishermen in the UK mixed 
fisheries, since large meshes allow too many 
haddock and whiting to escape.

 To allow these to escape in future, trawl mesh size should be 
 significantly increased and square mesh escape panels fitted

The Remedy
Rebuild spawning biomass by
   - reducing fishing rate
   - reducing the catch of immature cod

In December 2000, the EU agreed
to develop a rebuilding plan
to run for five years

Step 1. Cut the Total Allowable Catch (TAC)
   

Very few cod survive to spawn

1000

800

600

400

200

0 50

96

93
91

94
95

98
90

92
97

89

100 150 200 250 300
0

2001 2000 Spawning stock 1000 tonnes

R
e

c
ru

it
s
 a

g
e

 1
 (

m
il
li
o

n
s
)

Age 1 Age 2 Age 3 Age 4+


	Page 1

