
Please help stop this illegal trade!
Cefas is pleased to receive any informationrelating to imports of live fish into the UK
24 Hr Answerphone: 01305 206681
All information will be treated in
strict confidence
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The primary role of the Cefas Fish Health Inspectorate is to enforce fish health
regulations in England and Wales in order to prevent and control the spread of serious
fish diseases

Illegal imports and illegal movements of live fish

Angling is a multi-million pound industry in the UK. Fishery owners are willing to pay large sums of money for
large carp, wels catfish and other species to attract anglers to fish their waters. As a consequence the market for
large fish is causing a significant increase in the number of movements of these animals across Europe, some of
which are being illegally imported into the UK.

An illegal consignment of 1.8 tonnes of carp, purchased cheaply
in Belgium, was found to be infected with Spring Viraemia of Carp
virus (SVC).

Contact us

Fish Health Inspectorate (FHI)

Cefas, Barrack Road, The Nothe, Weymouth,
Dorset DT4 8UB, UK

Tel +44 (0) 1305 206673/4/9

Fax +44 (0) 1305 206602

Email fish.health.inspectorate@cefas.co.uk

Web www.efishbusiness.co.uk

The Cefas investigations and enforcement strategy includes

• Prioritising threat levels / risk analysis

• Targeted operations and investigations against suspected offenders

• Inter-agency co-operation

• Sampling of imports

• Disease tracing and investigations

• Close co-operation with angling and fish farming organisations in the UK and EU

• Open press policy / informing the public / seeking public help

• Presentations to outside bodies

All aimed at preventing serious fish diseases and protecting UK fish stocks

“Angling Times 10/04/07”
The prevention of this illegal trade is a top
priority for the Cefas Fish Health
Inspectorate.

Cefas Investigations
and Enforcement Strategy

Centre for Environment, Fisheries & Aquaculture Science, Weymouth

www.cefas.co.uk


