Fisheries and marine ecology of the Celtic Sea
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The western English Channel, Bristol Channel and Celtic Sea (ICES Divisions Vlle-j) contain many important fisheries. Important shellfish resources include various crustaceans (Norway lobster in the Celtic Deep, and
edible crab, lobster, spider crab and spiny lobster on coarser grounds), and molluscs (scallop, whelk, cockles, cuttlefish). Important demersal fish resources include gadoids (e.g. cod, haddock, whiting, ling), flatfish
(sole, megrim, plaice, turbot, brill), anglerfish, and various skates and rays.

The northern Bristol Channel contains important inshore sandy grounds (e.g. Carmarthen Bay), where plaice, sole and whelks are caught. Much of the southern Bristol Channel and western English Channel is
comprised of coarser sediments, and a high diversity of fish and shellfish are caught on these grounds. The Celtic Sea is generally 100-200m deep, comprised of sand and gravel sediments, with many extensive

sandbanks. The major demersal fisheries operating here target hake, megrim, anglerfish, and various gadoids.
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