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— Accumulation of sediment

No association of clay with pots was found at the control site, while within the spoil ground it
declined progressively in years 2 and 3. Siltation of pots with sand was more prevalent at sites A
and B in years 1to 3 but reduced in general from year one to three. Siltation was thought slightly
greater during spring.
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Decapod species recorded were European lobster (Homarus gammarus), edible crab (Cancer
pagurus), green crab (Carcinus maenas), velvet swimming crab (Necora puber), spider crab (not
identified to species), hermit crab (Pagurus sp.), swimming crab (Liocarcinus sp.), brown shrimp

(Crangon crangon), pink shrimp (Pandalus i) and prawn (F
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(Figure 4). . * Catch rates of lobsters were generally highest at the control site, but in latter years were

similar at some sites in the spoil ground.
The size of lobsters captured implied that they were moving into the spoil ground.

Lobsters were most abundant at the control site. Within the spoil ground lobsters were most
abundant at the two sites closest to the control and were least abundant at sites most distant
from the control.

Initially species composition varied widely between season and site. Later there was less
variation as periodic high abundances of opportunistic species became less frequent. However

Green crabs, swimming crabs, hermit crabs and pink shrimps were least abundant at the

Component 2

control site, but were periodically abundant in different parts of the spoil ground, possibly = sl iesslet al.‘ (EE393) o) I G I proliferat!on 0( Pl spef:ies iy ths.’ sedliment
reflecting ground type and/or the influence of tidal flow that has a NE to SW axis (Anon. 2002) fauna which they suggested was due to the relatively inert nature of capital material disposed
- - 00 of at the site

* In the first year green crabs and hermit crabs were very abundant at some sites, but ™ f

abundance declined over the next 3 years. Abundance of other species varied without obvious

spatial trends. e ; References

. A q P / = Anon., 2002. Southern North iment Tr Phase 2. Report EX 4562. HR Walingford, CEFAS/UEA, Posford Haskonir

© Seasonality of capture was quite consistent. Lobsters, velvet swimming crabs and hermit crabs v {0 et (e e S T U Gy R D e Ellee) CEFASHTER, e iy

were generally caught late summer through to early winter. Green crabs, prawns and - Kaufman, L. and Rousseeuw, P.J. (1990). Finding Groups in Data: An Introduction to Cluster Analysis. Wiley, New York.

swimming crabs were generally caught during the summer or early autumn. Pink shrimps s T 5 T R Development Core Team (2005). R: A language and environment for statistical computing. R Foundation for Statistical Computing,

A i = F Thess two components explan 4828 % of Component 1 Vienna, Austria. ISBN 3-900051-07-0, URL htp:/jwww.R-project.org.
were mqst frequently taken in the winter. Edible crabs did not show any seasonal pattern of the pont varabatye " Rees, H.L., Murray, LA, Waldock, R., Bolam, S.G., Limpenny, D.S. & Mason, C.E., 2002. Dredged material from port developments: a
availability. case study of options for effective environmental management. Proc. 28th Int. Conf. on Coastal Engineering.

Figure 6. Clusplot of cluster analysis for decapod abundance by year, quarter and site (labelled by year only)

© Crown Copyright 2005



