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Distribution of annual fishing activity for the three fleets shows a high intensity in the southern North Sea and in the

) Time (hours)
shallow coastal areas from Belgium to Denmark.
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Satellite monitoring of vessels provides a powerful tool for fisheries scientists to monitor and explain the behaviour and
activity of fleet segments. If it could be combined with automatic recording of catches on a haul by haul basis, this would
greatly strengthen the understanding of commercial CPUE indices in relation to the spatial distribution of fleet effort.
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