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International landings and fishing mortality

increased rapidly in the early 1990’s, with a

subsequent decline in the Spawning Stock

Biomass (SSB).

A reduction in Total Allowable Catch (TAC)

followed.

This led to both landings and fishing mortality

being considerably reduced by 1996.

Fishery independent egg surveys have been

carried out every three years since 1977 and

these are used to ‘tune’ the VPA assessments

of SSB.

Results of the most recent egg survey, carried

out in 1998, will be available in May 1999.

The decline in SSB in the early 1990’s has now

been arrested with lower TAC’s and reduced

fishing mortality in 1996 and 1997.

This, combined with the production of an

above average year class in 1995 has allowed

the recommended TAC to be raised from 

416,000 t in 1997 to 514,000 t in 1998.

Western mackerel stock
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Tuned VPA (1997)
Egg surveys

ACFM advice: Western mackerel

U.K. Portion
International TAC
International Landings (as used by ICES)
Predicted SQ Landings
ACFM advice
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* Stock is outside safe biological limits.
* F is above proposed Fpa.

* SSB is close to Bpa.

* ICES recommends that F should be reduced to below proposed Fpa.

This is consistent with the agreement between Norway and the EU.
* TAC to include mackerel caught in international waters.
* North Sea component needs maximum protection, current restriction 

to be maintained.


