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The Irish Sea (ICES Division Vlla) contains many important fisheries for shellfish (e.g. Nephrops, scallop and queen scallop), flatfish (e.g. sole, plaice, brill and turbot), gadoids (e.g. cod, haddock and whiting) and
elasmobranchs (e.g. skates and rays, and spurdog).

The eastern Irish Sea is comparatively shallow (mostly <40 m deep) with sandy sediments, and plaice and sole are abundant on such grounds. The central Irish Sea and St George’s Channel are deeper with coarser
sediments. These habitats are very diverse, and support many fishery species, including queen scallops. The muddy grounds south-west of the Isle of Man and off Cumbria are important for Nephrops.
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